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OFFICE HOURS:
Monday to Thursday 9 am - 7 pm
Friday   9 am - 4 pm 

Summer Office Hours:
Monday to Thursday: 8:30 am to 7 pm
Friday: 8:30 am to 4 pm

Gallery Hours:
Tuesday to Friday 12 - 6 pm
Saturday 12 pm - 5 pm

Welcome to the Visual Arts Centre, a thriving cultural community of artists, teachers, and students. We’ve been part 
of Montreal’s artistic fabric for over 70 years. Our School of Art is Canada’s largest bilingual independent not for 
profit art school. Our McClure Gallery offers exciting exhibitions, seminars, and lectures. Our outreach program – 
ARTreach – reaches out into the community to creatively engage with the broader public. 

OUR MANDATE:
• To offer excellence and accessibility in the education and presentation of the visual arts.
• To provide a welcoming and stimulating environment that encourages the development of skill and creativity 

in each student.
• To nurture a sense of community in which all can learn from and value the support of fellow students, artists, 

and teachers.
• To promote and advocate for the visual arts in the broader society and to foster alliances that help bring the 

visual arts more fully into the centre of our lives.

OUR ADMINISTRATIVE TEAM
The administrative team at the Visual Arts Centre is comprised of specialized members who are highly passionate 
about our cultural community. They work hard to offer a welcoming environment and ensure that your studio experi-
ences are inspiring. 

Natasha S. Reid, Executive Director

At the beginning of 2017, Natasha Reid became the new Executive Director of the Visual Arts Centre, overseeing the 
School of Art, the McClure Gallery, and ARTreach. She holds a PhD in art education from Concordia University and 
comes to the Centre with diverse experiences in a variety of artistic contexts, including museums, universities, com-
munity settings, and artist-run centres in Montreal, Toronto, and the United States. Additionally, Natasha strives to 
maintain an artistic practice. 

A NOTE FROM THE DIRECTOR:
This January marked my first full year as the director of the Visual Arts Centre. Over the 
year, I worked with my dynamic team of administrative staff members and teachers, 
saw thousands of students engage in art making in our studios, connected with diverse 
communities through our outreach program (ARTreach), and met many of our commun-
ity members through our exhibitions and events in the McClure Gallery. It has been an 
exhilarating and meaningful year and I am looking forward to our exciting spring and 
summer sessions. The course offerings and events are designed to help diverse com-
munity members fulfill their creative needs. I’m looking forward to seeing you in our 
studios and gallery!
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SUPPORT YOUR CENTRE

EVENTS

Laurence Pilon • It Once Was a Garden
Thursday May 10, 7 pm
Through their intimate nature, the paintings of Laurence Pilon have the ability to suspend desires of perfection and 
grandeur. Her works reveal a poetic merging of personal archeology, the everyday experience, and traces of history. 
The artist’s recent works reveal a sensitive vision of the world where the future contains intensified uncertainties.

POETRY AT THE CENTRE 
Tuesday May 15 at 7 pm
Join producer/host Ilona Martonfi for our poetry and prose reading series. Evenings feature well-known and recently 
published Montreal poets, prose writers, spoken word artists, and musical performances. ($6 at the door)

Artists Reaching Out 
Natasha S. Reid
Thursday May 24 at 7 pm
The Director of the Visual Arts Centre, Natasha S. Reid, will explore links between creative community spaces and 
contemporary artistic practices that address social concerns. She will share her interest in the stories of art educators 
and students and how they help identify the ways in which art centres impact their communities. 

Illirijavut
Guest Curators: Qumaq Mangiuk-Iyaituk and Kathryn Delaney
Friday June 1 at 7 pm
Workshop: Fri. June 1, 10 am – 4 pm (see page 22)
Through a number of workshops, Qumaq Manguik-Iyaituk, Mattiusi Iyaituk, and Kathryn Delaney engaged Inuit and 
Non-Inuit in developing storybooks based on the personal stories told by an Inuit elder. This exhibition shares the 
processes and products of this year-long series of workshops and encourages the empowerment of Inuit culture and 
traditional values.  

Follow us!
Follow us on Facebook, Twitter & Instagram. Also, we encourage you to sign up for our newsletter and gallery invita-
tions. You can visit our website for more detailed information: www.visualartscentre.ca

What keeps Canada’s largest bilingual independent Art School going strong in our community?
Your Support!
Your gift to the Visual Arts Centre makes a real difference in so many ways. It allows us to:

• Offer a vibrant curriculum of more than 300 courses and innovative new workshops in a wide range of art 
disciplines;

• Attract a dynamic team of talented and inspiring teachers. We employ over 50 Montreal artists part-time;
• Sustain one of Montreal’s most respected venues for contemporary art – our McClure Gallery - with inspiring 

exhibitions (free), lectures (free), publications, poetry readings and special events;
• Offer an exciting and stimulating Fine Arts Summer Day Camp for youth;
• Organize free community outreach projects with youth, teens at risk and those with special needs;
• Responsibly maintain and upgrade our building in the heart of Victoria Village.

As a non-profit educational institution, the Visual Arts Centre relies on the generous support of corporate, founda-
tion, and individual donors.

Please consider supporting the Centre by donating on line. You can also call the Centre at: 514-488-9558 and make 
your donation by credit card. A tax receipt is issued upon receipt of your donation.

ARTISTs’ TALKS in the gallery

Papier

Foire d’art

contem
porain

19–22 avril
2018

Arsenal art contemporain Montréal
2020 rue William

Intervention: 31 Women Painters talk in the gallery, February 2, 2018.

DONATE ONLINE!

https://www.canadahelps.org/fr/dn/18762
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McClure GALLERY

The Centre’s McClure Gallery is an exhibition venue for professional artists, both established, and emerging. The gal-
lery serves a strong educational function, encouraging public appreciation of contemporary art. We feature monthly 
exhibitions as well as seminars and lectures on themes and issues relevant to the visual arts community. Exhibition 
catalogues are published when funding is available. The Centre gratefully acknowledges the support of the Conseil 
des arts de Montréal (CAM). 

Director: Natasha S. Reid 

Exhibitions Co-ordinator: Andrée Anne Vien

Exhibitions Director: Renée Duval

Gallery Selection Committee members (2017-18): 
Bonnie Shemie (Chair), Renée Duval, Trevor Kiernander, 
Victoria LeBlanc, Michael Merrill, Theresa Passarello, 
and Natasha S. Reid.

Call for Exhibition Submissions:
The deadline for portfolio submissions is October 15, 
2018. Contemporary artists of all media are invited 
to submit their dossiers. For more information, please 
call (514) 488-9558, or e-mail us at: galeriemcclure@
visualartscentre.ca

Gallery Hours:
Tuesday to Friday: 12 - 6 pm
Saturday: 12 - 5 pm

exhibitions spring 2018

ITO LAÏLA LE FRANÇOIS • TOI ET TA SPLENDIDE 
LAIDEUR
Vernissage: Thursday March 1 at 6 pm
Exhibition: March 2 to 24
Artist’s Talk: Thursday March 8 at 7 pm
Ito Laïla Le François’ sculptural work explores the rela-
tionship between the body and the land, along with 
the ways in which they resemble each other. The artist 
believes that we are one with nature. Her body of work 
presents a poetic whole, where suffering coexists with 
the sublime. Made of glass, ceramic, wood, and textile, 
the works emanate a strength that comes as much 
from their technical construction as their symbolism. 
The artist seeks to raise questions around the abusive 
and destructive ways in which we collectively treat the 
land, mirroring how we treat our bodies. At once dis-
turbing and resounding with truth, each work speaks of 
the unbreakable link between humans and the spaces 
they inhabit.

Annual Student Exhibition 2018
Vernissage: Thursday March 29 at 6 pm
Exhibition: March 30 to April 21
Students registered in the winter session of the 
Centre’s School of Art are invited to exhibit their work. 
The exhibition includes a variety of media and gives 
students the opportunity to exhibit in the context of 
a professional gallery. It’s also a chance to appreciate 
the great diversity of creative activity that takes place 
at the Centre.

Laurence Pilon • It Once Was a Garden
Vernissage: Thursday May 3 at 6 pm
Exhibition: May 4 to 26
Artist’s Talk: Thursday May 10 at 7 pm
Through their intimate nature, the paintings of 
Laurence Pilon have the ability to suspend desires of 
perfection and grandeur. Her works reveal a poetic 
merging of personal archeology, the everyday experi-
ence, and traces of history. The artist’s recent works 
reveal a sensitive vision of the world where the future 
contains intensified uncertainties.

Illirijavut
Guest Curators: Qumaq Mangiuk-Iyaituk and 
Kathryn Delaney
Vernissage: Thursday May 31 at 6 pm
Exhibition: June 1 to 23
Curator’s Talk: Friday June 1 at 7 pm
Workshop: Fri. June 1, 10 am – 4 pm (see page 22)
Through a number of workshops, Qumaq Manguik-
Iyaituk, Mattiusi Iyaituk, and Kathryn Delaney engaged 
Inuit and Non-Inuit in developing storybooks based 
on the personal stories told by an Inuit elder. This 
exhibition shares the processes and products of this 
year-long series of workshops and encourages the 
empowerment of Inuit culture and traditional values.

Daniel Langevin, Vacuités, 2018. Photo: Guy L’Heureux

Sign up for gallery invites!

Due to new anti-spam legislation, you may no longer be on 
our mailing list. Please visit www.visualartscentre.ca/mcclure-
gallery/mcclure-mailing-list to update your subscription.

https://www.visualartscentre.ca/mcclure-gallery/mcclure-mailing-list/
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SCHOOL OF ART
Our School of Art is the largest bilingual, independent art school in Canada and has been involved in the teaching of 
art for over 70 years. We register almost 4000 students a year, of all ages and walks of life. Our students range from 
the absolute beginner to students wishing to develop a portfolio or professional artists returning to hone new skills. 
Classes are bilingual.

Our Philosophy and Curriculum
Our philosophy of teaching balances the development 
of technical skill with the encouragement of personal 
creativity. Admission to introductory courses is based 
on the interests of the student; no formal education is 
required. Small classes of 15 students or less allow for 
much individual attention. Our curriculum of approxi-
mately 325 courses annually includes most major 
disciplines in the visual arts, from introductory to 
advanced levels. Workshops by visiting artists and our 
own faculty enhance the programme throughout the 
year. As well, our McClure Gallery shares the school’s 
educational mandate, offering regular lectures, artists’ 
talks, and conferences on ideas and issues of interest 
to the arts community.

Our Community
As a cultural space, the Centre is renowned for its 
vibrant sense of community and engagement amongst 
students, artists, teachers, and staff. We offer you a 
warm, encouraging, and welcoming environment in 
which to develop and explore your personal creativity 
and pursue your artistic passions.

Suggested Course of Study and VAC 
Attestation
Many students come to the Centre with a clear and 
focused desire to learn a particular discipline such as 
watercolour, ceramics, or jewellery. Others seek a more 
broad-based academic training in the fundamentals 
of art. Should you be interested in a suggested course 
of study, we propose the following core disciplines 
plus electives. Following the completion of 10 of 
the courses listed below, students receive a VAC 
Attestation in Art Fundamentals. 

Core Courses: (eight)

Drawing: two introductory courses & one
intermediate level
Life Drawing: one course
Painting: two introductory courses & two
intermediate level (in any medium)

Elective Courses: (two)

Printmaking, Digital Photography, Portrait,
Ceramics, Jewellery, Collage, Pastel, Mixed Media

Portfolio Development and Mentorship
For adults interested in developing a portfolio for 
advanced studies, creating a body of work for exhib-
ition, or exploring new directions in their art practice, 
please see our Independent Studies Program on page 
20.  For teens, please see Teen Portfolio Programme, 
page 29.

Open Studios at the VAC (for registered
students only)
Fine Arts Students: Fridays, 9 am to 4 pm. Please 
contact the office (514-488-9558) for specific informa-
tion as designated studios change each semester. Not 
available in the summer session

Ceramics Students: Open Studio is available every day 
of the week; see page 26 for schedule.

Holidays:
Monday, May 21: Victoria Day
Monday, June 25: Quebec National Holiday
Monday, July 2: Canada Day

Make-up classes will be scheduled at the end of the 
session.

Photo : Sandrine Garon
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registration Faculty
Spring registration begins March 1

Youth And Teen Summer Programme registration starts February 15
Register online on our website: www.visualartscentre.ca with Visa or MasterCard, by phone at (514) 488-9558, by 
mail using the printable registration form from our website or in person during office hours, using cash, cheques, 
Visa, MasterCard, or Interac.

Annual Registration Fee:
All students are required to pay an annual registration fee of $25; families are required to pay $35. Not applicable to 
workshops. This fee is valid for one year from the session in which it was paid. Registration fees are non-refundable.

Tuition Fees 
The tuition fees must be paid in full before the course/workshop commences. Taxes are applicable except for 
children 14 and under. Childcare receipts for summer camp are issued automatically to parents who provide a Social 
Insurance Number.

Deadline for Registration: 
Students are encouraged to register early; deadline is 5 days prior to start of course.
Registration after deadline: Later registration could result in a class cancellation due to low enrolment or the class 
may already be at maximum capacity.

Cancellation and Refund Policy:
Student withdrawals or refund requests will not be processed by telephone; please advise the Centre in writing. 
If the Visual Arts Centre cancels your course or workshop, you will receive a full refund.

If the student withdraws from a course:

• prior to start of course, the student will receive a full refund of course fees less $20 administration charge;
• after the first class, the student will receive a full refund of course fees less $20 administration charge and 

the cost of one class;
• no refund will be made after the second class.

If the student cancels attendance in a workshop or intensive course (1-5 days in length)

• 48 hours prior to start of course or workshop, student will receive full refund of course or workshop fee less 
$20 administrative charge;

• no refund will be made after this time.

The Visual Arts Centre has earned a stellar reputation for excellence in the quality of its teaching. Our faculty is 
chosen for the strength of their work as artists and for their training and experience in art education; they bring a 
wealth of creativity and expertise to the studio classroom. 

Photo: Peter Ferst

Anne Ashton
Matt Ayotte
Claudia Baltazar
Anders Bayly
Aline Bertin
Kristy Boisvert
David Carruthers
Olaf de Winter
Kathryn Delaney
Elaine Despins
Renée Duval
Colleen Dwyer-Meloche
Gianni Giuliano
Elisabeth Galante
Andréanne Godin
Jamie Wilson Goodyear
Tracy Grosvenor
Émilie Guay-Charpentier
Jaswant Guzder
Sarah Gysin
Elisabeth Harvey
Cynthia Hawkes
Mary Hayes

Leona Heillig
Jessica Houston
Corina Kennedy
Audrey Killoran
Lauren Kleiderman
David Lafrance
Eva Lapka
Denise Lapointe
Yinyin Liu
Francis Macchiagodena
Qumaq Manyiuk Iyaituk
Branka Marinkovic
Anna McIntyre
Lea Mclean
Konstantinos Meramveliotakis
Michael Merrill
Lorna Mulligan
Julian Peters
Christina Marie Phelps
Stephanie Reynolds
Cécile Ronc
Amery Sandford
Marigold Santos

Helga Schleeh
Jennifer Schuler
Danielle Shatz
Justine Skahan
Helen Stambelos
Magali Thibault Gobeil
Matthew Thomson
Frédérique Ulman-Gagné
Cynthia van Frank
Mélie Vézina-Méthé
Pat Walsh
Robert Wiseman
Mei Zhi 

click on the buttons below to register online!

Fine Arts Classes

Spring Youth Classes

Create your account

Ceramics Classes Jewellery Classes

Summer Camp

https://www.visualartscentre.ca/details/category/fine-arts/
https://www.visualartscentre.ca/details/category/youth/
https://www.visualartscentre.ca/school-of-art-registration/
https://www.visualartscentre.ca/details/category/ceramics/
https://www.visualartscentre.ca/details/category/jewellery/
https://www.visualartscentre.ca/details/category/summer-camp/s


12 13

fine arts
Programme Director: Elisabeth Galante

Our Fine Arts Department offers a full curriculum. Small classes guided by professional working artists provide the 
ideal setting for students to pursue their chosen medium. Courses range from introductory to increasingly advanced 
levels. As well, the Centre welcomes students who wish to develop their portfolios for advanced studies. Workshops 
and intensives offer students the opportunity to explore new and innovative techniques in a collaborative atmosphere. 

Drawing I
Tues. 1:00 am - 4:00 pm  Claudia Baltazar
(starts April 24)
Wed. 9:00 am - 12:00 pm  F. Ulman-Gagné
(starts April 25)
Thurs. 7:00 - 10:00 pm  Andréanne Godin 
(starts April 26)
Sat. 1:00 – 4:00 pm  David Lafrance
(starts April 28)
If you’ve always wanted to draw, here’s an excellent 
way to begin. Work in a relaxed atmosphere as you 
develop the basic skills of observational drawing and 
discover the magic and pleasure of drawing what you 
see. The fundamentals of light and shade, line, form, 
and composition will be introduced, using materi-
als such as pencil, ink, charcoal, and conté. Subjects 
include still life, live models, and nature studies.

$230 + materials (8 wks)

Sketching on Site
Wed. 10:30 am – 2:30 pm  Helga Schleeh
(starts May 2)
Expressive rhythm, colour, and light can be captured 
with immediacy in the intimate sketchbook format; 
a confident approach to on-site drawing is the goal. 
The class will meet in a series of indoor and outdoor 
settings (depending on the weather) that may include 
a museum, botanical gardens, parks, café terraces, an 
outdoor market, etc. Simple materials such as pencil, 
pen and ink, and various pastel or watercolour pencils 
will be used. Prerequisite: one session of drawing.

$270 + materials (7 wks)

Drawing II
Tues. 7:00 - 10:00 pm  Michael Merrill
(starts April 24)
Wed. 1:00 – 4:00 pm  Corina Kennedy
(starts April 25)
Drawing can be a rewarding, life-long activity for 
students who pursue studies at a more advanced level. 
This course encourages the regular practice of sketch-
ing and drawing in relation to a variety of subjects: 
landscape, still-life, models, and abstract imagery. 
Explore various paper surfaces and drawing materi-
als, including India ink, coloured papers, and pastels. 
Prerequisite: two sessions of drawing.

$230 + materials (8 wks)

Indicates a studio located  
on the ground floor.G

Photo: Sandrine Garon

SUN. MON. TUE. WED. THUR. FRI. saT. 
morning

Watercolour I
10 am - 1 pm

Personal 
Projects  
9:30 am - 4:30pm

Learn to Draw 
the Figure 
9 am - 12 pm

Drawing I 
9 am - 12 pm

Watercolour I
9 am - 12 pm

Studio with 
Model
9 am - 12 pm

Hand-building
9:30 - 12:30 pm

Creative Art 
Circle
10 am - 1 pm

Introduction to 
Oil Painting
9 am - 12 pm

Watercolour II
9 am - 12 pm

Life Drawing 
Masterclass
9 am - 12 pm

Expressive Portrait 
and Figure Drawing
9 am - 12 pm

The Art of 
Watercolour
9 am - 12 pm

Little Studio 
(4 - 5 years)
10 am - 12 pm

Adventure in Art 
(6-8 years)
10 am - 12 pm

Hand-building
9:30 - 12:30 pm

Oil Painting II
9 am - 12 pm

Sketching on site
10:30 - 2:30 pm

Expressive 
Portrait Painting 
9:30 - 3:30 pm

Monotype
10 am - 1 pm

Adventure in Art 
(6-8 years)
10 am - 12 pm

stART
(3 - 5 years)
10:30 - 12:30 pm

Oil Pastel
9 am - 12 pm

Colour Harmonies in 
Watercolour
9 am - 12 pm

Drawing, Painting 
& Sculpture 
(9 - 12 years)
10 am - 12 pm

Jewellery 
Fundamentals
9 am - 12 pm

Pottery on the 
Wheel
9:30 - 12:30 pm

Mixed Media
 (13 - 17 years)
10 am - 12 pm

Advanced 
Throwing
9:30 - 12:30 pm

afternoon

Painting: Focus 
on Colour
2 pm - 5 pm

Landscape 
Drawing
1 pm - 4 pm

Mixed Media 
Explorations
1 pm - 4 pm

Drawing II 
1 pm - 4 pm

Chinese 
Calligraphy
12 :30 - 3:30 pm

Landscape in 
Pastel
1 pm - 4 pm

Drawing I
1 pm - 4 pm

Photo Essentials
2 pm - 5 pm

Watercolour: 
Plants and Flowers
1 pm - 4 :30pm

Drawing I
1 pm - 4 pm

Watercolour and 
Abstraction
1 pm - 4 pm

Intro to Acrylic 
Painting
1 pm - 4 pm

Landscape: Water-
based media
1 pm - 4 pm

Urban Photo 
Explorations 
2 pm - 5 pm

Chinese Landscape 
Painting
12 h 30 à 15 h 30

Abstract Directions 
in Painting
1 pm - 4 pm

Jewellery 
Fundamentals
1 pm - 4 pm

Jewellery 
Fundamentals
1 pm - 4 pm

Drawing, Painting 
& Sculpture 
(9 - 12 years)
1:30 pm - 3:30 pm

Landscape 
Painting 
Essentials
1 pm - 4:30 pm

Cut, Tear, Paint
1 pm - 4 pm

Ceramic 
Inspirations
1 pm - 4 pm

Reinventing 
portraiture 
(13 - 17 years)
1:30 - 3:30 pm

Expressions in 
Clay 
(13 -17 years) 
1:30 pm - 3:30 pm

Design and 
Technique 
1 pm - 4 pm

Little Studio 
(4 - 5 years)
4:30 - 6:00 pm

Contemporary 
Drawing 
(9 -12 years)
4:30 - 6:30 pm

Drawing  
Fundamentals (13 - 
17 years)
4:30 - 6:30 pm

evening

Acrylic Painting: 
Signs of Spring
6:00 - 8:30 pm

Drawing II
7 pm - 10 pm

Intro to Acrylic 
Painting 
7 pm - 10 pm

Mixed Media 
Explorations 
7 pm - 10 pm

Inter. & Avd 
Figure Drawing
7 pm - 10 pm

Peinture : Focus 
sur la couleur
7 pm - 10 pm

Landscape 
Painting
7 pm - 10 pm

Drawing I
7 pm - 10 pm

Watercolour I
7 pm - 10 pm

Intro to Oil 
Painting
7 pm - 10 pm

The Art of 
Watercolour
6:30 - 9:30 pm

Abstract Painting 
for Beginners 
7 pm - 10 pm

Digital 
Photography I
7 pm - 10 pm

Watercolour: 
Plants and Flowers
6:30 - 8:30 pm

Intro to 
Printmaking
7 pm - 10 pm

Painting the 
Figure
7 pm - 10 pm

Jewellery 
Fundamentals
7 pm - 10 pm

Design and 
Technique
7 pm - 10 pm

Jewellery 
Fundamentals
7 pm - 10 pm

Comic Book 
Illustration
7 pm - 10 pm

Hand-building
7 pm - 10 pm

Pottery on the 
Wheel
7 pm - 10 pm

Ceramics and 
Creativity
7 pm - 10 pm

Jewellery 
Fundamentals
7 pm - 10 pm
Pottery on the 
Wheel
7 pm - 10 pm

week at a glance / spring 2018
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Comic Book Illustration
Thurs. 7:00 - 10:00 pm  Julian Peters
(starts April 26)
Combining images and words, comics are an exciting, 
accessible means of storytelling and self-expression. 
Learn basic illustration skills, including expressive 
figure drawing, inking, layout, character design, and 
storyline, which will then be brought together in the 
creation of your own short graphic book. The develop-
ment of a unique voice and style will be encouraged. 
No previous experience in writing or drawing required.

$230 + materials (8 wks)

Landscape Drawing
Mon. 1:00 - 4:00 pm  Branka Marinkovic
(starts April 23)
This course will focus on elements of landscape includ-
ing trees, water, skies, and urban architecture, as you 
learn to  convey a sense of outdoor light and space. 
An introduction to basic perspective will help you 
along. Photo sources and outings, weather permitting. 
Various materials to be used: pencil, charcoal, and 
water-soluble media such as graphite, coloured pen-
cils, and markers. Prerequisite: one session of drawing.

$230 + materials (8 wks)

Mixed Media Explorations
Tues. 1:00 - 4:00 pm  Lorna Mulligan
(starts April 24)
Thurs. 7:00 - 10:00 pm  Matthew Thomson
(starts April 26)
Opening the boundaries between drawing and paint-
ing, this course explores the creative possibilities 
and vast array of materials and techniques available 
to the mixed-media artist. Ink, watercolour pencils, 
charcoal, and pastels are used in a multi-layered, 
playful manner. Inspiration will be drawn from both 
past and contemporary artists. Some models included. 
Prerequisite: one session of drawing.

$230 + materials (8 wks)

Drawing with Oil Pastels
Tues. 9:00 am – 12:00 pm  Branka Marinkovic
(starts April 24)
Do you remember experimenting with oil pastels as a 
child? Discover the versatility of this unique medium. 
These highly pigmented, creamy colour sticks combine 
the accessibility of drawing with the rich, textural 
nature of painting. Explore blending and layering using 
both wet and dry techniques on various paper surfaces 
Prerequisite: one session of drawing.

$230 + materials (8 wks)

Landscape in Pastel
Fri. 1:00 - 4:00 pm    Pat Walsh
(starts April 27)
Explore the use of chalk pastel in landscape draw-
ing. Blending, layering, and mark-making techniques, 
which are so natural to the medium, capture the 
essence of trees, water surfaces, clouds, and atmos-
pheric skies with ease and immediacy. Various col-
oured and textured papers will add character to your 
work. Beginning the classes indoors, we will also work 
‘on site’ at easily accessible locations, weather permit-
ting. Prerequisite: one session of drawing.

$230 + materials (8 wks)

Creative Art Circle
Sun. 10:30 am – 12:30 pm  Matthew Thomson
(starts April 22 and May 27)
Need more creative activity in your life? Join our 
Creative Art Circle, a weekly, informal class based on a 
shared desire to draw, paint, and create. This is all about 
the fun and satisfaction of making artistic work and 
you’ll also pick up some skills along the way. Instructor 
Matt Thompson will introduce materials and themes 
to stimulate your playful, mixed media explorations. 
Everything is provided: charcoal, pencil, ink, brushes, 
coloured media, and paper. No experience necessary.

$120 (materials included - 4 wk sessions)

Cut, Tear, Paint
Wed. 1:00  - 4:00 pm  Danielle Shatz
(starts April 25)
This collage exploration combines handmade papers 
and Japanese washi with ink, acrylic, or watercolour. 
From the tiniest pocket-size works to freer, gestural 
expressions, the warmth and tactility of natural 
materials elicits an intuitive response. Cutting, tearing, 
twisting, and pulling of fibres begins a delicate design 
process, involving line, texture, and colour. A start-up 
kit of papers will be provided. Open to all.

$250 (some materials included) (8 wks)

Learn to Draw the Figure
Tues. 9:00 am - 12:00 pm  Claudia Baltazar
(starts April 24)
This confidence-building approach to life drawing 
begins with the basics of contour, gesture, proportion, 
and the underlying structure of the figure. Work from 
live models every week, with step-by-step instruction 
and guidance. Pencil, charcoal, conté, ink, and pastel 
contribute to varied, expressive qualities of line, tonal-
ity, and colour. Prerequisite: one session of drawing.

$260 + materials (8 wks)

Expressive Figure and Portrait Drawing
Thurs. 9:00 am – 12:00 pm  Helga Schleeh
(starts April 26)
Discover ways to approach figure and portrait draw-
ing through experimenting with materials, colour, 
viewpoint, lighting, and varied formats. This course 
focuses on the more subjective, expressive content 
in each student’s work, while still emphasizing skill 
development. Our goal is to encourage more creative 
involvement with the figure. Prerequisite: one session 
of figure or portrait drawing.

$260 + materials (8 wks)

Life Drawing: Intermediate and Advanced
Mon. 7:00 - 10:00 pm  Gianni Giuliano
(starts April 23)
Starting with a review of the basics, the focus here is 
ultimately to develop a more personal voice in figure 
drawing. Varied line, tonality, mark-making, and 
coloured media will contribute to expressive content. 
Clothed and nude models. Prerequisite: two sessions 
of figure drawing.

$260 + materials (8 wks)

Photo : Sandrine Garon
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-Drawings
-Watercolours 
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-Charcoals
-Pastels 
-Collages

and more...

ARTIST DISCOUNTS!

Ask about our exhibition 
pricing specials

318A Victoria, Westmount
514-369-2633
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16 17

Life Drawing Masterclass
Wed. 9:00 am – 12:00 pm  Gianni Giuliano
(starts April 25)
This is a more challenging, advanced class for students 
who aspire to further improve their life drawing skills 
and learn more about the human figure in art. Lessons 
are guided by historical master drawings and contem-
porary figure-based artists, through study, interpreta-
tion, and then taking inspiration back into your own 
work. Proportion, posture, composition, and personal 
drawing style will be emphasized. Longer poses present 
the opportunity to take your drawings to completion. 
Prerequisite 3-4 sessions of figure drawing.

$260 + materials (8 wks)

Studio with Model
Fri. 9:00 am - 12:00 pm  No teacher
(starts April 27 )
Each week, the studio is available for artists who want 
to work from the model. When space is available, late 
registration is possible.

$165 + materials (8 wks)

Watercolour I
Sun. 10:00 am – 1:00 pm  Leona Heillig
(starts April 22)
Mon. 7:00 - 10:00 pm  Cécile Ronc
(starts April 23)
Thurs. 9:00 am - 12:00 pm  Cécile Ronc
(starts April 26)
Get acquainted with your paints, paper, and brushes in 
this introduction to the art of watercolour. Instruction 
covers wash and glaze techniques, wet-on-wet, dry 
brush, and use of the white of the paper to establish 
luminosity. Learn the basics of colour mixing and com-
position while developing your expressive painting 
style. Weekly projects include still life, landscape, and 
abstraction. For beginners.

$230 + materials (8 wks)

Watercolour II
Tues. 9:00 am - 12:00 pm  Lorna Mulligan
(starts April 24)
Continue to strengthen your watercolour skills and 
techniques in relation to transparency, wet-on-wet, 
dry brush, direct painting, line and wash, etc. Issues 
fundamental to all painting – colour dynamics, draw-
ing, and composition – are addressed through directed 
exercises. Develop skill through a greater emphasis on 
expressive watercolour style. Prerequisite: two ses-
sions of watercolour.

$230 + materials (8 wks)

Colour Harmonies in Watercolour
Wed. 9:00 am - 12:00 pm  Lorna Mulligan
(starts April 25)
Go beyond the basics to gain a deeper understanding of 
how to choose and combine colour effectively in your 
paintings. Break out of colour habits by investigating 
new notions of colour harmony, value, and contrast, 
beginning with paints already in your palette. Invest 
your work with a more personal take on colour relation-
ships, applying new concepts week by week, to work 
done in class. Prerequisite: one session of watercolour.

$230 + materials (8 wks)

Watercolour: Plants and Flowers
Mon. 1:00 - 4:30 pm  Elisabeth Galante
(starts April 23)
Tues. 6:30 - 9:30 pm  Elisabeth Galante
(starts April 24)
A studio filled with seasonal plants and flowers pro-
vides the subject for this session – a living environment 

for inspiration and observation. Instruction includes 
painting demos, slide shows, and creative assignments 
based on useful limitations of palette, approach, or 
technique. Watercolour, with potential addition of 
gouache, ink, or coloured pencils. Prerequisite: one 
session of watercolour.

$285 + materials (Mon. 3.5 hours 8 wks)
$245 + materials (Tues. 3 hours 8 wks)

Watercolour and Abstraction
Wed. 1:00 - 4:00 pm  Elisabeth Galante
(starts April 25)
This course is inspired by a series of stimulating 
abstract concepts, which provide the framework for 
your most adventurous watercolour explorations. Slide 
shows will illuminate each topic, while studio time 
allows you to work things out in paint. Designed  espe-
cially for those attracted to pure abstract imagery and 
expression. Prerequisite: two sessions of watercolour.

$230 + materials (8 wks)

The Art of Watercolour
Wed. 6:30 - 9:30 pm  Stephanie Reynolds
(starts April 25)
Fri. 9:00 am - 12:00 pm  Stephanie Reynolds
(starts April 27)
For students who would like to further their involve-
ment with the watercolour medium in terms of both 
technique and expressive content, this course includes 
landscape, city scenes, and the human figure. Work at 
your own level toward skill development, evolution, 
and uniqueness of style. Prerequisite: two sessions of 
watercolour. 

$230 + materials (8 wks)

Chinese Brush Painting: the Natural World
Tues. 12:30 - 3:30 pm  Mei Zhi
(starts April 24)
Discover the aesthetics and techniques of this trad-
itional art: grinding ink on a stone, brush handling, 
colour mixing, and composition. Subjects include 
flowers, birds, insects, and fish, balancing spontaneous 
brush work with a practiced and centred technique. No 
prerequisite.

$200 + materials (7 wks)

Chinese Calligraphy
Thurs. 12:30 to 3:30 pm  Mei Zhi
(starts April 26)
This is an introduction to the basic structure and mean-
ing of Chinese characters in the Kai-shu style (regular 
script).  Develop your hand with bamboo brushes 
and Chinese ink on rice paper through the practice 
of graceful strokes and forms. Brush techniques will 
assist further study in Chinese painting. No experience 
required.

$200 + materials (7 wks)

Introduction to Acrylic Painting
Wed. 7:00 - 10:00 pm  David Lafrance
(starts April 25)
Thurs. 1:00 - 4:00 pm  Jennifer Schuler
(starts April 26)
This introduction to the acrylic medium offers step-
by-step instruction for beginners. Basic tools and 
techniques will be covered: paint selection, brushes, 
preparation of paper, and canvas. Various subjects are 
included, with emphasis on composition and effective 
use of colour. No experience necessary.

$230 + materials (8 wks) 

Photo: Peter Ferst
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Introduction to Oil Painting
Mon. 9:00 am - 12:00 pm  Jessica Houston
(starts April 23)
Tues. 7:00 - 10:00 pm  Robert Wiseman
(starts April 24)
This true beginners’ class guides students through the 
first steps in oil painting as a unique medium. Learn 
colour mixing, basics of composition, and how to 
develop a painting from start to finish. Class is based 
on demonstration and one-on-one instruction. No 
experience necessary.

$230 + materials (8 wks)

Abstract Painting for Beginners
Thurs. 7:00 - 10:00 pm  F. Ulman-Gagné
(starts April 26)
Have you always wanted to paint, but were perhaps 
intimidated by painting from a still life or model? Here 
is a beginner approach to abstract painting that dives 
right into expressive colour mixing, brushwork, and 
composition, helping you create your own images. 
Instructor demos and individual guidance. Acrylic. No 
prerequisites, just a desire to paint.

$230 + materials (8 wks)

Acrylic Painting: Signs of Spring
Mon. 6:00 - 8:30 pm Tracy Grosvenor
(starts April 23)
Window views, budding and blossoming plants, trees, 
houses, and gardens provide inspiration and subject 
matter for this spring session. Refresh your creativ-
ity while continuing to improve skills with colour, 
composition, and acrylic techniques. Prerequisite: one 
session of painting.

$195 + materials (8 wks)

Oil Painting II
Tues. 9:00 am -12:00 pm  Gianni Giuliano
(starts April 24)
This intermediate level course offers a series of pro-
jects to fully explore the potential of the oil medium 
including alla prima and palette-knife styles, under-
painting and glazing techniques. Develop your own 
creative approach as you work with portrait, still life, 
and landscape compositions. Prerequisite: one session 
of oil painting.

$230 + materials (8 wks)

Landscape Painting Essentials
Tues. 1:00 - 4:30 pm  Robert Wiseman
(starts April 24)
Wed. 7:00 - 10 :00 pm  Robert Wiseman
(starts April 25)
Learn how to choose an effective landscape subject 
and plan a composition with sketches and colour 
studies. Instruction also includes treatment of light, 
skies, trees, water, and overall unity of space, colour, 
and paint technique. Personal imagery and expressive 
painting styles encouraged. Oil or acrylic. Prerequisite: 
two sessions of painting.

$270 + materials (Tues. 3.5 hours  8 wks)
$230 + materials (Wed. 3 hours  8 wks)

Landscape: Water-based Media 
Sat. 1:00 – 4:00 pm  Lorna Mulligan
(starts April 28)
Explore landscape painting with a focus on colour and 
active brush strokes, draw inspiration from impression-
ism and lyrical abstraction. Use personal photographs 
and sketches as subject matter; discover new starting 
points for your work, including interpretation of the 
written word, working from memory, and even using 
maps to travel beyond the traditional. Watercolour, 
acrylic or gouache. Prerequisite: two sessions of painting.

$230 + materials (8 wks)

Painting: Focus on Colour
Sun. 2:00 - 5:00 pm  David Lafrance
(starts April 22)
Tues. 7:00 – 10:00 pm  David Lafrance
(starts April 24)
A painting course with a special focus on colour tackles 
a variety of subjects - still life, landscape, abstrac-
tion - with the goal of effective colour harmony and 
contrast. Selecting and mixing of colour families, the 
colour dynamic of “push-pull”, successful background 
choices, and development of a personal palette will be 
addressed. Acrylic, gouache. Prerequisite: one session 
of painting. 

$230 + materials (8 wks)

Abstract Directions in Painting
Wed. 1:00 - 4:00 pm  David Lafrance
(starts April 25)
This intermediate painting course is designed for 
students who want to learn more about the process of 
abstraction while exploring personal themes. Topics 
include: colour relationships, structural and formal 

elements, and key concepts underlying abstract art. 
Observation of natural forms and objects provides a 
stepping-off point as you develop your own abstract 
and expressive language. Oil or acrylic. Prerequisite: 
two sessions of painting.

$230 + materials (8 wks)

Painting the Figure
Thurs. 7:00 - 10:00 pm  Gianni Giuliano
(starts April 26)
This course provides plenty of concentrated sessions 
with the model and time to fully develop your paintings, 
with guidance along the way. Mixing and blending of 
skin tones, brushwork, expressive colour, and other 
aspects of individual painting styles will be emphasized. 
Oil or acrylic. Prerequisite: two sessions of painting.

$260 + materials (8 wks)

Personal Projects: Choice of Medium
Mon. 9:30 am - 4:30 pm  Michael Merrill
(starts April 23)
A full-day in the studio for intermediate and advanced 
students, with an emphasis on developing expres-
sive style and content in any paint medium. Course 
addresses shared painting concerns such as choice 
of subject, effective use of photo sources, and more 
considered colour interpretation. Lunchtime video and 
slide presentations. Prerequisite: two years of painting.

$495 + materials (8 wks)

Expressive Portrait Painting
Thurs. 9:30 am – 3:30 pm  Renée Duval
(starts April 26)
This course explores creative approaches to painting 
the portrait and how to convey the subject with unique 
identity and humanity. Issues of proportion and ‘like-
ness’ will be discussed, though they are not the main 
focus. Themes to be covered: the importance of the 
quick sketch; light and volume; individual mark and 
expression; planes and structure of the face; context 
and background; and the use of a subjective colour pal-
ette. Visual presentations, instructor demos, and live 
models included. Prerequisite: two years of painting.

$565 + materials (8 wks)

Digital Photography I
Mon. 7:00 - 10:00 pm            Francis Macchiagodena
(starts April 23)
This beginner’s class approaches photography as an 
art practice and gives you the tools to make more 
personal and interesting images. Basic techniques 
(exposure, focus, lighting) and an understanding of 
your digital camera will be taught hand-in-hand with 
the expressive side of the medium. Course includes 
creative assignments and an introduction to historical 
and contemporary photo-based artists. In English, 
discussion bilingual.

$230 + materials (8 wks)

Digital Photo Essentials
Sun. 2:00 - 5:00 pm  Matt Ayotte
(starts April 22)
Basic photography concepts (exposure, focus, lighting), 
plus a hands-on understanding of your digital camera 
will give you the tools to make more personal and 
interesting images. This short session concentrates on 
expressive studio portraiture and still life, plus outdoor 
subjects when weather permits. Review of student 
work, with instructor feedback, will help you identify 
your most successful photographs and pinpoint areas 
for improvement. For beginners or those who would 
like a review. In English, discussion bilingual.

$120 + materials (4 wks)

Urban Photo Explorations
Sun. 2:00 - 5:00 pm  Matt Ayotte
(starts May 20)
Learn to identify compelling photo subjects in 
the urban environment, including neighbourhood 
architecture, outdoor spaces, and street photography. 
Weekly outings will include nearby residential and 
commercial streets, Westmount Park and other public 
areas, plus a field trip to Atwater Market and the 
Lachine Canal area. Time is allocated at every outing 
for feedback on student work. For all levels. In English, 
discussion bilingual.

$120 + materials (4 wks)
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independent studies PRINTMAKING

Explorations in Monotype
Fri. 10:00 am - 1:00 pm  Anna McIntyre
(starts April 27)
Monotype is the print technique that combines aspects 
of direct painting with the special character of the 
printed image, enabling an artist to experiment freely 
with colour, composition and brush marks, while devel-
oping an evolving series of work. Water-based printer’s 
inks will be used, offering great flexibility of applica-
tion. Painters and printmakers welcome.

$260 + $50 materials (8 wks)

Designed for those who wish to work independently, 
in a supportive environment, with the guidance or 
mentorship of a faculty advisor, this programme offers 
directed critiques beyond that provided in our regular 
curriculum.

For artists as well as students at intermediate or 
advanced levels, our Independent Studies Programme 
helps facilitate a disciplined and intensive period of 
work and a broadened awareness of contemporary 
art practices and issues. The combination of working 
on one’s own in a focused way along with meaning-
ful exchange in a non-competitive setting presents a 
unique opportunity for artistic progress.

The Independent Studies Programme is designed for 
those who wish to:

• Pursue personal artistic goals
• Develop a portfolio for advanced studies
• Create a body of work for exhibition
• Explore new directions

Advisors: 
Our faculty advisors for this programme are experi-
enced artists and teachers who are actively involved in 
their artistic career.

Registration:
The programme can be taken on its own or in conjunc-
tion with other courses. The selection of an appropri-
ate advisor will be discussed at the time of registration. 
Students may request a specific teacher at this time

Components: 
Critiques: Students meet with an advisor three times 
(1.5 hrs each meeting). The session involves discussion 
of objectives, critique of work, as well as recom-
mended studies, courses, or readings.

Group Seminar: All students in the programme meet 
for a group review of their work with two advisors. 
This provides an opportunity to share and exchange 
ideas and encourages students to develop a language 
for discussion and critique that can help advance 
an understanding of their individual art practice.
Recommended readings, gallery, and/or studio visits.
The programme should be completed in one semester.

$330 per semester. 

(Individual critique sessions:  $135 per 1.5 hours.)

Printmaking has a long history as an indispensable medium for artistic development, fundamental to any complete 
studio art education. Our program includes basic relief methods with linoleum or woodblock, several intaglio tech-
niques, as well as explorations in collagraph, Chine collé, and monotype. These approaches offer fertile ground for 
creative image-making, for beginners or more experienced artists. Non-toxic, solvent-free Akua inks are used for all 
courses and workshops.

Introduction to Printmaking 
Wed. 7:00 - 10:00 pm  Amery Sandford
(starts April 25)
Discover the excitement of pulling your first print off 
the press. Learn step-by-step techniques of drypoint, 
linocut, Chine-collé, and stencil cut printing. The goal: 
to produce a series of multiples based on your own 
imagery. Akua inks. Prerequisite: some drawing or 
painting experience suggested.

$260 + $50 materials (8 wks)

workshops

Portrait and Figure in Soft Charcoal
Mon. April 16 & Tues. April 17, 10:30 am - 4:30 pm  
 Elaine Despins
Natural willow charcoal, the most humble of drawing 
mediums, contributes both strength and subtlety to 
your figure and portrait work. Explore its extraordinary 
tonal contrasts and velvety darks and discover how 
effectively these can be used to model the head and 
figure. We will focus on transitions of light and shade 
(chiaroscuro), volume, proportions, and individual 
expressiveness. Includes slide presentation; live 
models. Prerequisite: one session of figure drawing.

$205 + materials

Watercolour and the Model
Sat. April 28, 1:00 – 5:00 pm & Sun. April 29, 
10:00 am - 4:00 pm  Mary Hayes
For watercolour artists, the nude offers a chance to 
use the medium to maximum effect. Studies begin 
with graceful, fluid wash and progress toward specific 
definition of form, light, and shadow. Warm/cool earth-
tone palettes and more saturated colour combinations 
will be explored through spontaneous sketches and 
longer, more complete observations. Prerequisite: two 
sessions of watercolour. 

$195 + materials
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Palettes for Painters: Night Paintings 
May 5, Sat. 1:00 - 5:00 pm & Sun. May 6, 
10:00 am - 5:00 pm  Anne Ashton
Artists have long been fascinated with the night sky, 
inspired by the glow of light from auroras, the moon 
and stars, and city lights. You will develop a special-
ized palette in a dark tonal range, illuminated with 
light and colour, and express a night-time atmosphere 
with simplified, evocative shapes. Diverse artistic 
representations, photographic images, and your own 
sketches will encourage unique visions of this subject 
matter. All painting media welcome. Prerequisite: two 
sessions of painting.

$170 + materials

Illirijavut, Inuit Storytelling & 
Story-book Making
Fri.  June 1, 10:00 am - 4:00 pm  
Qumaq Mangiuk Iyaituk and Kathryn Delaney.
In conjunction with the Illirijavut, Inuit Storytelling & 
Story-book Exhibition at the McClure Gallery we are 
offering this workshop with artists and curators Qumaq 
Mangiuk Iyaituk and Kathryn Delaney. The workshop 
brings together the Inuit oral tradition of storytelling 
with visual artists to create small accordion style books 
through the techniques of pencil/ink drawing and 
watercolors. True-life Inuit stories provide the occasion 
for an active cultural exchange, inspiring a strong sense 
of collaboration between participants and the Inuit 
artist/storyteller. Artists will be encouraged to explore 
different aspects of the narrative, bringing their own 
ideas and imagination into their visual expressions. 
Shared with communities of artists in Nunavik since 
2009, this workshop is Qumaq’s third visit to the Visual 
Arts Centre, thanks to a 2016 (Re) conciliation grant 
from the Canada Council for the Arts.

$90 + materials

A Crash Course in Acrylic Painting
Sun. June 3, 10:00 am - 5:00 pm 
Konstantinos Meramveliotakis
If you’ve always wanted to try painting on canvas and 
can’t make the time, this is a great place to start. You 
will be guided through the painter’s process: the enjoy-
ment of mixing colours, handling a brush, and design-
ing your own composition. You will go home with a 
finished work on canvas and a real sense of what’s 
involved in going further. Begin your artistic practice 
now! No experience necessary.

$105 + $30 (all materials included)

A Crash Course in Drawing 
Fri. June 8, 9:00 am – 12:00 pm   
Konstantinos Meramveliotakis
If you’ve always wanted to draw and wondered if you 
could learn, this short course will inspire confidence. 
You will be introduced to drawing from observation, 
with pencil and soft charcoal, and with the instructor’s 
guidance, learn how to use line and shading to create 
definition, light, and shadow. Surprise yourself and dis-
cover drawing as a very enjoyable and learnable skill!

$60 materials included

Drawing Walkabout
Sun. June 10, 1:30 – 4:30 pm  
Konstantinos Meramveliotakis
No drawing experience is necessary to join this neigh-
bourhood walkabout, with small sketchbook in hand. 
The intention is to slow down, sharpen the senses, 
and take in your environment more fully and pleasur-
ably through drawing. Some basic instruction will 
help you capture the surrounding spaces, buildings, 
trees, and even people, with a simple sketch approach. 
Westmount Park area.

$60 materials included

Three Workshops pay tribute to St-Armand
The Saint-Armand paper mill was established by David Carruthers in 1979. Located on rue St. Patrick on the Lachine 
Canal, St. Armand manufactures handmade artist papers for drawing, watercolour, and printmaking, which are now 
distributed and sold internationally. A set of three specialized workshops pay tribute to this treasured, artisanal 
enterprise.

Paper is Not Just a Surface
Sun. May 6, 10:00 am - 4:00 pm  
Denise Lapointe & David Carruthers
This is a unique opportunity to learn all about the 
properties and uses of handmade paper. Join Denise 
Lapointe and David Carruthers, of the St. Armand Paper 
Mill, for discussion and demonstrations, followed by 
exploration with your own art materials and themes. 
Topics include: mould made vs. handmade; surface vs. 
internal sizing; longevity and storage; how to flatten 
buckled paper; and folding and cutting methods. 
Free paper samples and an on-the-spot paper sale. 
Prerequisite: some art making experience.

$110 + materials

Brush and Paper: an Opening to the Self 
Sat. May 12, 1:00- 5:00 pm & Sun. May 13, 
10:00 am 4:00 pm  Jaswant Guzder
Artist and psychotherapist Jaswant Guzder shares 
her personal art-making process, combining the use 
of brush, flowing, coloured wash and the textural 
surface of her favourite St. Armand paper. Through 
guided meditation and free association, participants 

are encouraged to visually explore personal narratives 
and what Jaswant refers to as the “felt unthought”. 
This intuitive process will invite inner images to 
spontaneously take form. The resulting works will 
be gathered into your own handmade artist’s book. 
Materials: watercolour, ink, collage, hand-made paper. 
Prerequisite: some art making experience. In English.

$170 + materials

Watercolour Landscapes 
on Handmade Paper
Sun. May 27, 10:00 am - 4:00 pm  
Lorna Mulligan
Discover the natural affinity of textural St. Armand 
papers with the watercolour landscape subject. 
Experience a quality of immediacy that is greatly 
influenced by this paper: rich absorption of pigments, 
atmospheric washes, rugged dry-brush textures, and 
more. Subjects inspired by memory, sketches, and 
personal photos. A selection of St-Armand watercolour 
paper will be available at cost. Prerequisite: one ses-
sion of watercolour.

$90 + materials

TECHNICAL TALKs

All about artist’s brushes
Brushes for watercolour, ink, calligraphy and 
gouache: Fri. May 25, 10:00 am - 12:00 pm
Oil and acrylic brushes: Sat. June 2, 1:00 – 3:00 pm
Pierre Le Gourriérec
Join us for two interactive demos on paint brushes with 
Avenue des Arts and Galerie d’Art Pointe-Claire owner, 
Pierre Le Gourriérec. Learn how to select the right 
brush for the right application, how to use brushes 
of all shapes, styles and fibres (both natural and syn-
thetic), and how to ensure a long life for your brushes 
with proper care. Free admission and free samples.

What is a print?
Fri. May 25, 2:30 - 4:30 pm  Anna McIntyre
Various types of printmaking will be explained, 
including relief methods like linocut and woodcut, plus 
intaglio techniques such as etching, aquatint, drypoint, 
etc. A live demonstration will illustrate how a plate is 
prepared and inked, then printed on the printing press. 
Anna’s “show and tell” of her personal print collection 
will highlight these various methods and help you to 
distinguish one from the other. For anyone who is curi-
ous to learn more about printmaking. Free admission.

Photo: Peter Ferst
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ceramics Photo: Sandrine Garon

As one of the only venues in Montreal for comprehensive jewellery study outside a degree program, our well-
equipped jewellery department is a close community of people with a passion for their discipline. Jewellery con-
struction, forming, and wax techniques are explored with sterling silver and other materials, emphasizing original 
design. 

Jewellery Photo: Sandrine Garon

Jewellery Fundamentals 
Mon. 7:00 - 10:00 pm   Magali Thibault Gobeil
(starts April 23)
Tues. 9:00 am - 12:00 pm   Mélie Vézina-Méthé
(starts April 24)
Wed. 7:00 - 10:00 pm  Cynthia Hawkes
(starts April 25)
Thurs. 1:00 - 4:00 pm  Émilie Guay-Charpentier
(starts April 26)
Thurs. 7:00 -10:00 pm  Émilie Guay-Charpentier
(starts April 26)
Sat. 1:00 - 4:00 pm   Cynthia Hawkes 
(starts April 28)
Unique and beautiful jewellery can be made using 
simple techniques. Beginners will be introduced to the 
basics of jewellery construction (sawing, filing, solder-
ing) and encouraged to use these methods creatively to 
make rings, earrings, and pendants in sterling silver and 
other materials. Materials can be purchased from the 
instructor. Students may complete two or three pieces 
during the session. Returning students welcome.

$270 + materials (8 wks)

Design and Technique
Tues. 1:00 - 4:00 pm  Mélie Vézina-Méthé
Tues. 7:00 - 10:00 pm          Émilie Guay-Charpentier
(starts April 24)
This course offers training in jewellery construction 
techniques while encouraging students to choose their 
own projects. Introduction to roller embossing, fold 
forming, and the lost wax process will inspire many 
new design possibilities. These techniques are perfect 

for further use in a modest home studio. Work at your 
own level with guidance at each step. Materials avail-
able from the instructor. Prerequisite: two sessions of 
Jewellery Fundamentals.

$270 + materials (8 wks)

Jewellery: Coloured Resins
Mon. 1:00 - 4:00 pm                Magali Thibault Gobeil
(starts  April 23)
The incorporation of resin into your jewellery pieces 
adds vibrant colour, transparency, and interesting 
shapes. Learn how to mix colours, create a mould, 
pour the resin, and incorporate the resulting form 
directly into your gold or silver rings, pendants, and 
earrings. You will also learn various techniques, includ-
ing sawing, piercing, filing, and finishing the plastic. 
Prerequisite: two sessions of jewellery.

$140 + materials (4 wks)

Open Studio in Jewellery
Sun. June 3, 11:00 - 4:00 pm
For students currently registered in our jewellery 
program, extra studio time is offered at the end of 
the session. Deadline for registration: one week prior, 
subject to availability.

$20

Programme Director: Olaf de Winter

The VAC started as The Potters’ Club over 70 years ago, and our ceramics tradition continues to thrive. The depart-
ment offers a unique learning experience in our large studio, equipped with fourteen wheels, five electric kilns, and 
a laboratory for preparation of glazes. Open studio time allows students to hone skills. Workshops, demonstrations, 
and lectures by visiting ceramic artists enhance the curriculum. Teaching focuses on technical expertise – mastering 
the wheel, use of glazes, etc. – as well as encouraging students to explore the expanding boundaries of contempor-
ary ceramic art. 

The additional fee for materials covers: up to one box of clay, glazes, stains and engobes, as well as firings and the 
use of open studios for extra practice.

Pottery on the Wheel
Tues. 7:00 - 10:00 pm  Audrey Killoran
(starts April 24)
Wed. 9:30 am - 12:30 pm  Olaf de Winter
(starts April 25)
Thurs. 7:00 - 10:00 pm        Colleen Dwyer-Meloche
(starts April 26)
Learn fundamental wheel-throwing techniques for 
both functional and sculptural pottery forms, from 
bowls and cups to teapots and decorative forms. 
Surface treatment and decorative techniques are 
explored and explained. Course includes demonstra-
tions, theory, and critiques of individual work. All 
levels; beginners welcome.

$230 + $60 materials (8 wks)

Hand-building for All Levels 
Mon. 9:30 am - 12:30 pm  Eva Lapka
(starts April 23)
Mon. 7:00 - 10:00 pm  Anders Bayly
(starts April 23)
Sat. 9:30 am - 12:30 pm  Aline Bertin
(starts April 28)
Learn the techniques of hand-building with clay. 
Beginners will get acquainted with pinched pots, coil-
ing, slab-building, and hollowing. More advanced stu-
dents will concentrate on personal projects according 

to their needs making functional or sculptural pieces. 
Decorative and pictorial techniques will also be taught, 
using engobes, glazes, and pigments. Students will be 
encouraged to develop their creativity.

$230 + $60 materials (8 wks)

Ceramic Inspirations
Thurs. 1:00 - 4:00 pm  Olaf de Winter
(starts April 26)
Learn mixed techniques of throwing and hand-building 
by exploring the inspiring work of two ceramic artists 
or themes. Through the investigation of the works 
of important ceramic artists along with themes and 
movements that have shaped ceramic art, students will 
learn techniques and discover their particularities and 
aesthetics. Prerequisite: at least two sessions of hand-
building or throwing.

$230 + $60 materials (8 wks)

Photo : Kate Fellarath
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Youth and teens

YOUTH

Advanced Throwing
Tues. 9:30 am - 12:30 pm  Audrey Killoran
(starts April 24)
Improve throwing skills and create more complex 
forms by altering, cutting, joining, and incorporat-
ing hand-built elements into your pieces. Surface 
treatments will include raw clay approaches such as 
texturing and various methods of engobe and stain 
application as well as overlapping and resist tech-
niques with glazes. Emphasis placed on a personal 
approach to surface and form. Prerequisite: two ses-
sions of throwing.

$230 + $60 materials (8 wks)

Ceramics and Creativity
Wed. 7:00 - 10:00 pm           Jamie Wilson Goodyear
(starts April 25)
For students who have a foundation in throwing or 
handbuilding and would like to explore and develop 
the process of ceramic creativity. Students will be 
guided in the technical aspects of functional or sculp-
tural production. Subsequently, we will consider the 
place of ceramic creation in history, design, and the 
arts in general. The objective is to help students place 
their own work within the broader discourse of ceramic 
creativity. Prerequisite: one session of handbuilding or 
throwing.

$230 + $60 materials (8 wks)

Open Studio in Ceramics
Spring Schedule
Mon. 1:00 - 4:00 pm
Tues. 1:00 - 4:00 pm
Wed. 1:00 - 4:00 pm
Thurs. 10:30 am - 12:30 pm
Fri. 1:00 - 9:00 pm
Sat. 1:00 - 4:00 pm
Sun: 10:00 am – 1:00 pm
Open studio is made available to students for practice 
time. Cost of open studio is included in course fees. 
(Schedule is subject to change.)

N.B. - Last open studio in the spring session will be 
June 18.

Programme Director: Tracy Grosvenor

The VAC offers exciting hands-on learning, introducing children to the joy of creating art. The fundamentals of draw-
ing, painting, sculpture, and printmaking are taught through the exploration of a wide range of art materials and 
techniques. Working with an exceptional faculty of teachers (all practicing artists), students create original artworks, 
giving form to their ideas and feelings about themselves and the world around them. New projects are introduced 
each semester. The sense of personal satisfaction gained through self-expression early on in life builds self-esteem, 
critical thinking skills, and establishes a positive and lasting experience in the world of art. 

stART - Parent/Child Workshop (3–5 yrs)
Sun. 10:30 am – 12:30 pm  Lauren Kleiderman
(April 22, May 6, May 20, & June 3)
Discover a space to creatively work together as a 
family. This workshop offers fun & dynamic project 
ideas, introducing techniques in a range of mediums 
such as clay, drawing, printing, and painting. We will 
delve into creative play by exploring and building from 
imagination. Be inspired as we facilitate an environ-
ment of teamwork. Price per person.

$50 (materials included, 4 sessions)

Little Studio (4-5 yrs) 
Wed. 4:30 - 6:00 pm  Lea Mclean
(starts April 25)
Sat. 10:00 am - 12:00 pm  Sarah Gysin
(starts April 28)
Art offers an enriching experience that stimulates 
curiosity, experimentation, and creativity in young 
children. Painting, assembling, layering, and collaging 
provide many opportunities to enhance and stimu-
late imagination. Creating and playing with gouache, 
watercolour, clay, collage, and construction materials 
builds confidence in self-expression. Students will 
create colourful works of art expressing their personal 
sense of fantasy and whimsy.

$165 + $20 materials (8 wks)

Adventure in Art  (6-8 yrs)
Sun. 10:00 am - 12:00 pm  Helen Stambelos
(starts April 22)
Sat. 10:00 am - 12:00 pm  Lea Mclean
(starts April 28)
A spirit of adventure, exploration, and experimenta-
tion guides this multimedia class, where students learn 
fundamental skills to create both two- and three-
dimensional art projects. The mediums introduced 
may include clay, plaster, acrylic paint, printmaking, 
watercolour, ink, and charcoal, to name but a few. 
They will be encouraged to develop their imagination 
and creativity while gaining confidence in their own 
self-expression.

$165 + $20 materials (8 wks)

Photo : Kate Fellarath
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Contemporary Drawing (9-12 yrs)
Tues. 4:30 - 6:30 pm  Kristy Boisvert
(starts April 24)
This course will help to develop a strong foundation 
of drawing skills and techniques through contempor-
ary and popular culture approaches. Students will 
be introduced to the basics of line, shading, form 
rendering, perspective, and composition. Working 
from both imagination and life, students will be 
encouraged to explore their creativity and personal 
styles. Experimentation with a variety of media will 
be introduced, including ink, pencil, charcoal, gouache, 
watercolour, and different drawing surfaces.

$165 + $20 materials (8 wks)

Courses are geared to reflect teen interests in contemporary culture and to develop skills, self-expression, and 
creative thinking. For students considering an art-related career, courses and our Portfolio Programme provide the 
chance to develop portfolios for admission to college or university. 

Reinventing Portraiture (13-17 yrs)
Sat. 1:30 - 3:30 pm  Christina Marie Phelps
(starts April 28)
What makes a good portrait? Is it the gaze of the figure, 
the pose, or even the background of the image? This 
mixed-media course will focus on various portraiture 
methods, including abstract, conceptual, and figurative 
approaches. We will look at examples of portraits in 
art history, as well as ways in which contemporary 
artists express defining qualities of a figure. Students 
will experiment with various media, such as photo 
(including selfies), drawing, collage, painting. Join us in 
considering how identities can be expressed through 
portraiture. 

$165 + $35 materials (8 wks)

Illustration Essentials (13-17 yrs)
Sun. April 22; 1:30 - 3:30 pm  Yinyin Liu
Sat. June 9, 1:30 - 3:30 pm  Yinyin Liu
Begin your journey into the realm of anime, manga, 
and illustration and design by working from concept, 
to colour, to completion, and learning the techniques 
employed by artists working in various fields of 
illustration. This course will offer a focus on the figure, 
as basics such as form, proportion, and scale will 
be taught. Using contemporary illustrative drawing 
media-pen and ink, markers, and pencil, students learn 

to incorporate key elements of line, shape, shadow, 
light, composition, and perspective. No drawing or art 
making experience necessary. 

$ 35 (one session)

Teen Portfolio Programme 
For students planning to pursue studies in Fine Arts, 
the teen portfolio programme provides one-on-one 
mentoring to help create a portfolio for advanced stud-
ies. Teens will be paired with experienced artists and 
teachers who will guide them in the process of devel-
oping a body of work, selecting artwork, laying out the 
portfolio, and writing an artist statement. Students 
can register for blocks of 3 or 6 sessions depending on 
their specific needs. While it can be taken on its own, it 
is recommended that students undertake the portfolio 
programme in conjunction with a regular semester 
course. Each session is 1.5 hours.

3 sessions $260

Drawing, Painting, and Sculpture (9-12 yrs)
Sun. 1:30 - 3:30 pm   Lauren Kleiderman
(starts April 22)
Sat. 10:00 am - 12:00 pm  Elisabeth Harvey
(starts April 28)
This course enables students to consolidate their art 
making skills, to sharpen their observation skills, and 
to experiment with new media. Students will work 
in both two- and three-dimensional media, which 
may include clay, plaster, acrylic paint, printmaking, 
watercolour, ink, pastel, and charcoal. Students are 
encouraged to develop their imagination, creativity, 
and their own style of expression.

$165 + $25 materials (8 wks)

TEENS

Expressions in Clay (13-17 yrs)
Sun. 1:30 – 3:30 pm                Jamie Wilson Goodyear
(starts April 22)
Explore different methods of hand-building as well 
as work on the wheel. Discover a range of techniques 
including sculpture, tile making, modeling, and throw-
ing. Decoration with slips, stains, and glazes will allow 
you to complete your projects with personal creativity. 

$165 + $35 materials (8 wks)

Drawing Fundamentals (13-17 yrs) 
Wed. 4:30 - 6:30 pm  Kristy Boisvert
(starts April 25)
With a focus on drawing from observation, learn the 
fundamental skills necessary to achieve a strong draw-
ing foundation and develop a personal style and visual 
language. Drawing from still life, live model, nature, 
and imagination, using a wide range of drawing media, 
from pen and ink to conté and pencil, students will 
learn the key elements of drawing: line, shape, shadow 
and light, composition, and perspective.

$165 + $35 materials (8 wks)

Innovative Mixed Media Studio (13-17 yrs)
Sat. 10:00 am - 12:00 pm  Justine Skahan
(starts April 28)
Want to learn how to use a wide range of media - 
drawing, painting, sculpture, collage, fibre arts, and 
printmaking? Or mix them together to express your 
ideas in new ways and develop an artistic process that 
is uniquely your own. This dynamic class introduces 
you to different contemporary artists from visual arts 
to design and explores the creative potentials of paint, 
plaster, ink, fabric, and printed images. Students will 
focus on two to three long-term projects throughout 
the semester as they integrate several types of materi-
als and approaches.  

$165 + $35 materials (8 wks)
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Drawing I
Mon. & Wed. 7:00 - 10:00 pm            Gianni Giuliano
(starts July 4)
Mon. & Wed. 7:00 - 10:00 pm    K. Meramveliotakis
(starts Aug. 6)
If you’ve always wanted to draw, here’s an excellent 
way to begin. Work in a relaxed atmosphere as you 
develop the basic skills of observational drawing and 
discover the magic and pleasure of drawing what you 
see. The fundamentals of light and shade, line, form, 
and composition will be introduced, using materi-
als such as pencil, ink, charcoal, and conté. Subjects 
include still life, live models, and nature studies.

$230 + materials (4 wks)

Drawing Outdoors
Wed. 10:00  am - 2:00 pm  Andréanne Godin
(starts Aug. 8)
Explore a different outdoor setting and various drawing 
materials, every week. Instruction includes demonstra-
tions, composition, simplification, and development of 
more elaborate drawings.  Easily accessible locations; 
indoors in case of rain. Prerequisite: one session of 
drawing.

$155 + materials (4 wks)

Comic Book Illustration
Mon. & Wed.  7:00 - 10:00 pm                Julian Peters
(starts July 4)
Combining images and words, comics are an exciting, 
accessible means of storytelling and self-expression. 
Learn basic illustration skills, including expressive 
figure drawing, inking, layout, character design, and 
storyline, which will then be brought together in the 
creation of your own short graphic book. The develop-
ment of a unique voice and style will be encouraged. 
No previous experience in writing or drawing required.

$230 + materials (4 wks)

Figure Drawing: The Finishing Touches
Tues. & Thurs. 7:00 - 10:00 pm        Marigold Santos
(starts July 3)
This life drawing class will concentrate on hands, feet, 
and faces – those areas of the body often neglected 
because of time limitations or simply because they 
are challenging to draw. Exercises will focus on facial 
structure and expression, close-up studies of hands 

and feet in various positions, plus interesting ways of 
cropping a composition. A sustained full-body drawing 
will be the grand finale, as you bring together some 
new-found skills. In English. Prerequisite: one session 
of figure drawing.

$260 + materials (4 wks)

Watercolour I
Mon. & Wed. 7:00 - 10:00 pm                 Leona Heillig
(starts July 4)
No drawing or painting experience required for this adven-
ture in watercolour painting. Explore the creative possibil-
ities of colour, wash, and transparency in a relaxed studio 
setting: a free, expressive approach based on weekly, 
guided exercises designed for true beginners. Subjects 
include plants, flowers, landscape, and abstraction.

$230 + materials (4 wks)

Watercolour Landscape Painting
Sun. 10:00 am - 1:00 pm  Stephanie Reynolds
(starts July 8)
Learn how to choose an effective landscape subject and 
plan a composition with sketches and colour studies.  
Instruction also includes treatment of light, skies, trees, 
water, and overall unity of space, colour, and paint tech-
nique. Personal imagery and expressive painting styles 
encouraged. Prerequisite: one session of watercolour.

$120 + materials (4 wks)

Painting: Abstracting the Landscape 
Mon. & Wed. 7:00 - 10:00 pm     Branka Marinkovic
(starts July 4)
Explore new ways to approach landscape painting 
through the simplification and abstraction of shapes, 
colour, and overall composition. Learn to elimin-
ate non-essential details, use colour effectively, 
create focus, and add visual impact to your painting. 
Photographic images and your own sketches provide 
a stepping off point, as you work toward a unique, 
abstracted vision of nature. Oil or acrylic. Prerequisite: 
two sessions of painting.

$230 + materials (4 wks)

Introduction to Oil Painting 
Tues. & Thurs. 7:00 - 10:00 pm         F. Ulman-Gagné
(starts July 3)
This true beginners’ class guides students through the 

FINE ARTSSUMMER AT THE CENTRE
week at a galnce / july 2018*

SUN. MON. TUE. WED. THUR. FRI. saT. 
morning

Watercolour 
Landscape
10  am - 1 pm
Assemblage
10  am - 1 pm

Afternoon
Urban Photo 
Explorations
2 pm - 5 pm

Pottery on the 
Wheel
1 pm - 4 pm

Pottery on the 
Wheel
1 pm - 4 pm

evening
Drawing I 
7 pm - 10 pm

Introduction to 
Oil Painting
7 pm - 10 pm

Drawing I 
7 pm - 10 pm

Introduction to 
Oil Painting
7 pm - 10 pm

Painting: Abstracting 
the Landscape
7 pm - 10 pm

Figure Drawing: 
Finishing Touches
7 pm - 10 pm

Painting: Abstracting 
the Landscape
7 pm - 10 pm

Figure Drawing: 
Finishing Touches
7 pm - 10 pm

Watercolour I
7 pm - 10 pm

Watercolour I
7 pm - 10 pm

Comic Book 
Illustration
7 pm - 10 pm

Comic Book 
Illustration
7 pm - 10 pm

Design and 
Technique
7 pm - 10 pm

Jewellery 
Fundamentals
7 pm - 10 pm

Design and 
Technique
7 pm - 10 pm

Jewellery 
Fundamentals
7 pm - 10 pm

Pottery on the 
Wheel
7 pm - 10 pm

Hand-building
7 pm - 10 pm

Pottery on the 
Wheel
7 pm - 10 pm

Hand-building
7 pm - 10 pm

week at a glance / august 2018*
SUN. MON. TUE. WED. THUR. FRI. saT. 

morning
The Artist’s 
Process
10 am - 4 pm

Drawing 
Outdoors
10 am - 2 pm

Afternoon
Pottery on the 
Wheel
1 pm - 4 pm

Pottery on the 
Wheel
1 pm - 4 pm

evening
Drawing I 
7 pm - 10 pm

Introduction to 
Acrylic Painting
7 pm - 10 pm

Drawing I 
7 pm - 10 pm

Introduction to 
Acrylic Painting
7 pm - 10 pm

Digital 
Photography I
7 pm - 10 pm

Digital 
Photography I
7 pm - 10 pm

Jewellery 
Fundamentals
7 pm - 10 pm

Jewellery 
Fundamentals
7 pm - 10 pm

Pottery on the 
Wheel
7 pm - 10 pm

Hand-building
7 pm - 10 pm

Pottery on the 
Wheel
7 pm - 10 pm

Hand-building
7 pm - 10 pm

* Please consult pages 34 to 35 for youth and teen summer courses.
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first steps in oil painting as a unique medium. Learn 
colour mixing, basics of composition, and how to 
develop a painting from start to finish. Class is based 
on demonstration and one-on-one instruction. No 
experience necessary.

$230 + materials (4 wks)

Introduction to Acrylic Painting
Tues. & Thurs. 7:00 - 10:00 pm   K. Meramveliotakis
(starts Aug. 7)
This introduction to the acrylic medium offers step-by-
step instruction for beginners. Basic tools and techniques 
will be covered: paint selection, brushes, preparation of 
paper, and canvas. Various subjects are included, with 
emphasis on composition and effective use of colour.

$230 + materials (4 wks) 

Assemblage
Sun. 10:00 am - 1:00 pm  Matthew Thomson
(starts July 8) 
If you are attracted both to drawing and constructing 
with diverse materials, this initiation to assemblage is 
for you. Personal themes will be explored through 3D 
construction with paper, wood, found objects, drawing, 
and Mylar overlays. No experience necessary, just an 
openness to explore in an experimental and thought-
ful spirit. Inspiration from inventors such as Joseph 
Cornell, Kurt Schwitters, Max Ernst, and others.

$120 + materials (4 wks)

Urban Photo Explorations
Sun. 2:00 - 5:00 pm  Matt Ayotte
(starts July 8)
Learn to identify compelling photo subjects in the urban 
environment, including neighbourhood architecture, 
outdoor spaces, and street photography. Weekly outings 
will include nearby residential and commercial streets, 
Westmount Park and other public areas, plus a field trip 
to Atwater Market and the Lachine Canal area. Time is 
allocated at every outing for feedback on student work. 
For all levels. In English, discussion bilingual.

$120 + materials (4 wks)

Digital Photography I
Tues. & Thurs. 7:00 - 10:00 pm     F. Macchiagodena
(starts Aug. 7)
This beginner’s class approaches photography as an 
art practice and gives you the tools to make more 
personal and interesting images. Basic techniques 
(exposure, focus, lighting) and an understanding of 

your digital camera will be taught hand-in-hand with 
the expressive side of the medium. Course includes 
creative assignments and an introduction to historical 
and contemporary photo-based artists. In English, 
discussion bilingual.

$230 + materials (4 wks) Jewellery Fundamentals
Tues. & Thurs. 7:00 - 10:00 pm É. Guay Charpentier
(starts July 3)
Tues. & Thurs. 7:00 - 10:00 pm É. Guay Charpentier
(starts Aug. 7)
Unique and beautiful jewellery can be made using 
simple techniques. Beginners will be introduced to the 
basics of jewellery construction (sawing, filing, solder-
ing) and encouraged to use these methods creatively 
to make brooches, earrings, pendants, and rings in 
sterling silver and other materials. Materials may be 
purchased from the instructor. Students may complete 
several pieces during the session.

$270 + materials (4 wks)

SUMMER WORKSHOPS

jewellery

CERAMICS

open studio: SUMMER 2018

Compositional strategies for painters
Sun. July 8 10:00 am – 5:00 pm    Cynthia Van Frank
This workshop is designed to help the artist choose 
a satisfying plan for a painting before embarking on 
the actual work. A cell phone camera, iPad, or even 
a sketchbook will be explored as a tool to visualize 
compositional possibilities and determine an initial 
direction for your colour palette. Everything that fol-
lows these first steps then becomes a labour of love. 
More personal, ‘felt’ work and a completed painting is 
the goal. For intermediate and advanced painters.

$105 + materials

A Crash Course in Watercolour
Sun. July 15; 2:00 - 5:00 pm  Stephanie Reynolds
This three-hour workshop is designed to whet your 
interest in watercolour painting and comes complete 
with a minimalist take-home set of materials. You will 
be guided through a simple watercolour painting, from 
start to finish, while learning the basics of brush and 
wash technique. For beginners.

$75 materials included

The Artist’s Process: From Sketch to Paint
Sun. Aug 12 and Aug 19; 10:00 am – 4:00 pm 
Lorna Mulligan
For many artists, the ability to capture the moment 
through quick drawing or sketches is an essential prep-
aratory step toward dynamic, finished artwork. We will 
explore sketchbook use; mark making, thumbnail com-
positions, colour notes, and tonal studies. The second 
day is reserved for the transformation of sketches into 
finished paintings. Watercolour, gouache, or acrylic. 
Some drawing and painting experience required.

$175 + materials

Design and Technique
Mon. & Wed. 7:00 - 10:00 pm       M. Vézina-Méthé
(starts July 4)
This course offers training in jewellery construction 
techniques while encouraging students to choose their 
own projects. Introduction to roller embossing, fold 
forming, and the lost wax process will inspire many 
new design possibilities. These techniques are perfect 
for further use in a modest home studio. Work at your 
own level with guidance at each step. Materials avail-
able from the instructor. Prerequisite: two sessions of 
Jewellery Fundamentals.

$270 + materials (4 wks)

pottery on the Wheel
Mon. 1:00 - 4:00 pm  Olaf de Winter
(starts July 9)
Mon. 7:00 - 10:00 pm           Jamie Wilson Goodyear
(starts July 9)
Wed. 1:00 - 4:00 pm  Olaf de Winter
(starts July 4)
Wed. 7:00 -10:00 pm  Anders Bayly
(starts July 4)
Learn fundamental wheel-throwing techniques for 
both functional and sculptural pottery forms, from 
bowls and cups to teapots and decorative forms. 
Surface treatment and decorative techniques are 
explored and explained. Course includes demonstra-
tions, theory, and critiques of individual work. All 
levels; beginners welcome.

$230 + $60 materials (8 wks) 

Handbuilding For All Levels
Tues. 7:00 - 10:00 pm           Jamie Wilson Goodyear
(starts July 3)
Thurs. 7:00 - 10:00 pm  Anders Bayly
(starts July 5)
Learn the techniques of handbuilding with clay. 
Beginners will get acquainted with pinched pots, coil-
ing, modelling, and slab-building. The more advanced 
students will concentrate on combined techniques 
and explore the possibilities of decoration. You will be 
encouraged to develop your creativity.

$230 + $60 materials (8 wks)

Summer Schedule
Tues. and Thurs. 1:00 - 4:00 pm, 
Fri. 5:00 - 9:00 pm
N.B. – Last open studio in the summer session will be 
August 27. Open studio is made available for ceramic 
students for extra practice time. Cost of open studio is 
included in course fees. Schedule is subject to change.Photo: Sandrine Garon

G
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Teen Programme 

Ages 6* -12
Monday to Friday from 9:00 am - 4:15 pm
Early drop-off from 8:00 am (no charge) and late 
pick-up until 6:00 pm 
*Registered children must be at least 6 years old the 
date they attend camp. The day camp schedule and 
projects are not suitable for younger children.

Summer Art Camp
Join us this summer for another creative and inspir-
ing artistic journey! Each week we will explore new 
themes, introduce artists from different eras, and 
travel to many lands, both real and imagined. In the 
mornings, students will have a mixed media workshop 
that introduces new artistic approaches and materials, 
and teaches fundamental skills of ceramics, painting, 
and drawing. Students will also attend an afternoon 
workshop that teaches a specific art medium in depth, 
such as printmaking or sculpture. Afternoons also 
include a variety of outdoor activities, including a visit 
to the pool once a week, weather premitting. Come 
join the fun!

You may register your child to one or more sessions as 
projects change weekly. 

THIS YEAR’S THEME: Movement in Art
Let’s delve into what movement can mean in visual 
art. This summer explore how artistic movements 
are initiated, what actions artists can take to become 
catalysts of change, and how creative engagement 
can foster a sense of community. Movement will be 
examined in conceptual and physical ways. Campers 
will be immersed in these creative investigations 
and equipped with various mediums to express their 
thoughts and inspirations about society, environment, 
and community.

One-week workshops, starting Tuesday, June 26 through Monday, August 13.*
Students can enjoy one or several of these sessions as projects change each session.

FINE ARTS DAY CAMP

Youth Workshops

WEEKLY SESSIONS & FEES

week THeME Fees

Jun. 26 – 29*
Socially Engaged Art 
- Zines

$190

Jul. 3 - 6* 
Environmental Art – 
Mobile Making 

$190

Jul. 9-13
Movement Between 
Art & Science – Kinetic 
Sculpture

$235

Jul. 16-20 Bauhaus - Printmaking $235

Jul. 23-27 Arte Povera – Textile Art $235

Jul. 30 - Aug. 3 DIY Art – Book Making $235

Aug. 6 - 10 The Collective - Collage $235

Aug. 13- 17 Live Art – Digital Media $235

Aug. 20-24 The Circus - Maquettes $235

* closed June 25 & July 2 (Quebec National Holiday and 
Canada Day)

Extended hours 4:15 - 6 pm, $30 per week. Mornings 
free.

Little Studio (Ages 4-5)
Monday to Friday 9:30 am to 12 noon
Rich and varied materials such as clay, wood, fabric, 
paint, and paper provide opportunities for young 
children to create imaginative projects. This course is 
designed to stimulate and enhance a child’s imagina-
tion and perception through participation in group 
activities and art making.

$145 ($120 + $25 materials)

*week of June 26 & July 3 $120 ($100 + $20 materi-
als) per week– closed June 25 and July 2

Adventure in Art (Ages 6-8)
Monday to Friday 9:30 am to 12 noon
Students use exciting materials to create projects in 
both two and three dimensions. Children are encour-
aged to develop their own imagery and enter into 

the fascination of the visual world, both real and 
imaginary.

$145 ($120 + $25 materials)

*week of June 26 & July 3 $120 ($100 + $20 materi-
als) per week  - closed June 25 and July 2

Drawing and Painting (Ages 9-12)
Mon. to Fri. 1:00 - 4:00 pm
This course enables students to strengthen their 
drawing and painting techniques to sharpen their 
observation skills, and to explore new media. Students 
may experiment with pencil, pen and ink, acrylic paint, 
watercolour, pastel, conté, and charcoal. Students are 
encouraged to develop their imagination, creativity, 
and their own style of expression.

$170 ($135 + $35 materials) per week

*week of June 26 & July 3 $145 ($115 + $30 materi-
als) per week– closed June 25 and July 2

For students attending both workshops, morning and afternoon, there is an unsupervised half-hour break between 
for lunch. Projects change each session.

Sculpture and Pottery (Ages 13-17)
Two-week courses starting June 26*, July 10, July 24 
and Aug. 7
Monday to Friday: 10:30 am - 12:30 pm
Unearth the fascination of clay! Learn handbuilding, 
sculpture and pottery on the wheel, as well as various 
glazing techniques. Turn your ideas into reality.

$215 ($180 + $35 materials) 
+ taxes for 15 years and over

* Session starting June 26: $195 ($165 + $30 materi-
als - closed June 25 and July 2)

Drawing and Painting Workshop (Ages 13-17)
One-week workshops starting:  Tues., June 26 to 
Mon., Aug 13*
Monday to Friday 1:00 - 4:00 pm
Discover the creative potential of various drawing and 
painting materials, which may include pencil, charcoal, 
conté, acrylic, and ink. Develop skills and creativity 
while learning new drawing and painting techniques. 
Work from sketches, observation, printed images and 
imagination to create realistic, abstract, and expressive 
drawings and paintings.

$170 ($135 + $35 materials) per week 
+ taxes for 15 years and over

* Week of June 26 and July 3: $145 ($115 + $30 
materials) per week – closed June 25 and July 2
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Project Manager: Tracy Grosvenor

ARTreach is the Visual Arts Centre’s community outreach program. Through a variety of projects, we reach out to and 
creatively engage with different populations in the broader community. ARTreach encourages and facilitates public 
engagement with the arts. Our goal is to move art more fully into the centre of our lives and to reach those who might 
otherwise not have the opportunity to participate in the visual arts. We have been actively involved in community 
outreach programs and projects for over twenty years. We work collaboratively with other educational institutions, 
community organizations, independent artists, and social workers, lending our expertise to projects that embrace art 
as a means of social or individual well-being, conflict resolution, therapeutic intervention, etc.

The Visual Arts Centre has worked with a wide range of partners to provide specialized programmes and workshops 
to youth and teens with learning disabilities and emotional and intellectual challenges. We work with teens at risk or 
those with special needs partnering with other organizations, community centers, and inner-city schools. 

TWO UPCOMING PROJECTS
This year, for our Intergenerational Project, we will be 
focusing on the Pointe-Saint-Charles neighbourhood. 
We will work once again with the Centre des aînés 
de Pointe-Saint-Charles. Seniors at this Centre will 
be paired with youth at École Charles-Lemoyne, an 
elementary school in the area. Participants’ personal 
testimonies in relation to Pointe-Saint-Charles, 
coupled with associated historical considerations, will 
create the conditions for highly meaningful artistic 
exchanges. Throughout this, we will use the garden as 
a metaphor for community, variety, sustainability, and 
growth. 

For the next iteration of the Sud-Ouest At-risk Youth 
project, we will work again with James Lyng High 
School in St. Henri. Students will explore how the St. 
Henri community has changed, the factors affecting 
this change, resistance to this change (both social and 
environmental), and possibilities for positive future 
actions. Looking at their local environment through a 
critical lens, students will create art that reflects and 
alters their surroundings. They will explore and include 

elements of their personal identities in these works, 
infusing these into their local environment
We thank the Chawkers Foundation and for their gen-
erous support for these upcoming outreach projects. 

FUNDING ARTREACH – YOU CAN HELP!
ARTreach projects are dependent on funding. As a non-
profit organization, we seek funding each year from 
foundations, corporations, government agencies, as 
well as individual sponsors. In addition, we contribute 
ten percent of the Centre’s fundraising revenues to 
ARTreach.

A GRATEFUL THANK YOU
We are deeply grateful to the many generous donors 
who have supported ARTreach. We extend a heartfelt 
thank you to The Chawkers Foundation, and the City of 
Westmount for their generous support.

ARTREACH


